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Stonewall won’t block Hersey House

By Carot Britton Meysr
CMEYER@CHC.COM

‘When is a steaewall just a pile of rocks
and when is it historically significam?

The answer to that guestion depends on
who you ask.

After more than a decade of back and
forth discussions ot dozens of town board
hearings, the zoning board of oppeals put
its stamp of approvol, with conditions, on
Developer Thomas Hastings' propasat for
the Hersey House propenty. The frant yand
is hordered by o stapzwall, which has bean
the subject of much discussion.

The plan calls for 15 units ol age-restrict-
ed (age 55-plus) housing, including foor
affardable units, and restoration of the
Hersey House,

ZBAoppraval ofthis 408
(Comprehensive Permit) project came Tnst
week afier & number of changes were mude
to the pian ond fellowing n preat deal of
controversy, The process has been a Jong
ane due in large part 1o neighborhiood con-
cems and the selectmen’s desire to get the
best project possible for the town and 1o
jron cut all the details, including the fate of
the stonewal), (See refated sidebar:)

Selectmen cancerns far the most part
centered around density, height, bailding
materinks, design, and the issve of fitting in

Project approval nears completion

with the surrounding neighbarhood.
Although the boand is sntisfied thot their
concems have been met overall, the stone
wall issug needs 1o be reselved before the
board signs off on the plas,

Althatugh not n condition of the ZBA’s
approval, the selectmen are requiring
promise from Hastings — in writing— that
the stonewall that grees the front of the
property will be preserved and maintained,
The wall has been the subject of discussion
at same prior heardngs.

Hastings prefera removing the wall to
make way for lnndscaping. Attomey Bruce
Issodore, representing Hastings at this
week's selectmen meeting, said that “while
the wall loaks like n pile of tocks to me and
doesn't enbonee the value of the property,”™
Hastings wauld be willing to donate them
to “someons wha wants them.”

The Historic Districts Cammission ogrees
the wall should remain standing. *We don't
consider the sione walk fust a pile of rocks,”
said HDC ndministrotor Andres Young,
“It's representative of a type of walt built
during that period and continues in front of
the church and arouad the comer™

Zoning Administrtor Sue Letizia-Eddy

said thot Hastings npreed to notify the
HDC prior to the beginning of construction
ond would offer the mocks (o them.

Nevertheless, Issadore snid, Hastings
would be willing to Jeave the stonewall up
if the selectmen required that condition
before appraving the plun.

He further suggested the selectmen
approve the plon sehiect 1o a writien agree-
ment 1o that effect rather than delay the
process fudber.

‘The selectmen stood [irm kowever, “The
bonrd retoined the right 1o review these
plans for purpases like this,” snid
Selectmnn Laom Bums, It should be diffi-
cult to dispose of town assels [refering to
the town's prior ownership of the Hersey
House property]. We need 1o nail oll these
things down [before valing to approve the
prmject].”

Upon receiving Hastings writien commit-
ment to retain the stonewnlk, the sefectmen
will vele (o approve the project next week,

Selectmen Chairman Melissa Tully
chserved “both sides hove been conpera-
live ond are now extremely happy aboust
getling to what the town wanted from this
project.”

Not everyene was plensed with the out-
came, “This is u sad doy Tor me,” soid
Camille Calontonio, who once lived in the
home beside Hersey House, “This is a trav-
egty — Lhe first dent in the armar of our his-
taric district. This project makes mince-
ment of our zoning bylaws.” Her cancems
cepter around porking, drainage, densicy,
moadway width and Iayout, and n number of
uther issues.

Colontenlo went on ta say that “we were
promised this project would go before
Town Meeting befors (fnal npprova) wes
gmmcd. It's sad that the 20,000 peaple of
this town aren’t having o say, This property
belangs ta us. Why do we have toallow
thisT’

Colentonio nlso requested that the sefect-
men nsk Town Counsel Jnmes Toomey to
leok into a particular reinted issue, “In
1977, the selectmen asked that the care,
custady, ni cantrol of Hersey House be
given to the Council on Aging," she
cluimed, “The property wis never returmed
10 the selectmen.”

Longtime Hingham resident Barbara
Hood shares Calontonio's displeasure, “I
find this whale process offensive,” she
said. "IT we allow Hastings to do this,
North Strect should be token cut of the his-
toric district.”

. nut as a Local Initiative Project (LIP}
ane poiat i the process changed 10’2 408;;

town reserved the right to provide more
aversighit than {5 ordinarily thie casé with
Cnmprcllr.nslvc Pemilts, which under snie

mally permitied i exchange For Including
some affordable housinig, This also Teft the
plan subjeet 1o Selectmen nppmvn] of the
extzrior design of f the townbibuse units, -

* In 2006, Hostings presented anctiier pro-

units, and restaration of Hetsay House,
Under that plan, the histodc buﬂdlng woitld
have r!'.mnlnz:d a single-fomily home but

n:quinng the selectmen's approval, bist nt.

which reqiires Jess scrutiny. However, the.

regulations allow mome d:ns:ty thin i noy-

~ posal callmg for 18 age-restricted luxury
tewnhauses, including live affordahle .

would have been moved closer o Hersey

Sn’u:l. N

Hnw:v:r. l'nl]uvnng a [mglhy dwumlun
‘int Lt 2008, the Selectmen insiead pranted
prelimisary uppmvu[ suh]acttu wsolution.
of 1l few remaining ssies, of o miodif :d_

version cnlling for Herscy House 16 remain.

atits current focation and for 16 additional
unlmmbelwumdmthr.mrnﬂhcpmpcr
ty, This was with the indersinnding that
Hastitigs woold seek advice' from the

Historic Districts Commissiog mgnnimg :

exterior renovations 10 Hersey Hose,

Town Meeting approved (he sale of the  BXISHD,

‘tnwn-owned property to Hastings far §1,5

million. Proceeds will heélp offset the'$8
millian cost of canverting Lhe former
Central Tunior High Schoul building into
nicw Town Hall in the mid-1990s." -

The Panning Boand and Selectitien hnd :

reservations nbout some of the chariges
prapased by Hastings throughout the

process,
-quarter Culuninl huusc bcsldc H:rscy

Hersey House. pfOJ e(:t ap fo_val has taken years

Dnvnlupchhnmns Hastings' North:
treet Hersey Hoiie development started .

m:]udmg a phm o build it three-

Huotisg:

-In fesponse o concems vnlced hy Lhc_

two hoards abowt cetiinaspects of the
plan, Histings went buck to the dmiwing:
bonrd it mamber of times and came ap with
i nésw.oite that nd Ionger included ihe neldi:
il hicuse, A key coicérn with the previ-
oz pinposal o mave Hersey, House closer
10 the stecet was o malntifn a8 much open
Epnu: ns possible in un:h:rln mmntmn the
B streetscape.

The Sclccr.mcn pusrpuned rhcu' vut: an
the pmjccin numberof times pending fur--
ther information refuted to the nffordable
housiag count ead other issies,

An apreement last year begveen Hustinps
ond John and Kimberly McDowell af
Lincoln Street, who sued the town in on
ntéempt to stop Hastings' plan to devalop

‘Teasons, braught an end to) the lmgnuu'q

" The McDowells,the only bidders; figned ©

the Hersey House prnpmy fnrnnumhcr nf ;

The McDowells were nmang thos
subinitted proposals for the fol
Heisey. Humcpaml besitles Hilsti
-The eompromise, which wonTawn-
Meeting support in 2006, allawed tie lown
10 5el] the McDowells a small inyr-owned; .
land-locked parcel located biesids Hersay °

House and behind the formet Cal
house 0t 223 North St; fora:
$270,000Ho ibe highest biddes:

a purchase and solé nareement witli the ©
town last June, A preservating Ir.stncunn B
prevents development of the lotand olows
relocation of the barh that also sits o thie
Inrger Hersey House property to the
McDaowell parcel. The MnDuwells p[nn o
restare the ham. .




